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“You are near, O Lord,.and all Your commandments are truth.” - Psalm 119:151
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... continued from page 1.
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Young people also need to learn that

disparaging jokes, filthy insinuations, T h e C h ristians at € P h esus:
sensual magazines and movies are not T h eir Conversion
becoming to Christians. We must teach Lalo Enriquez

moral purity by being an example of purity
and loyalty in our words and deeds.
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This Evening’s Sermon:

human property. I am reminded of one Kevin Harrington
occasion when we were visiting my

parents. Our son, Codie, who was just **Reminder that all sermons are available
beginning to walk, was walking around online! Visit www.efoothill.org**

touching everything in his reach. When
dad began to put everything out of his reach, we asked him not to because Codie needed to learn
what he could and could not touch. (Besides, I do not remember my parents putting things up out of
my reach. Yes, I have learned it is different with grandkids.) Seriously, if we fail here, why should
we be surprised when children later decide to steal something just because they want it? Teaching
our children to honor our possessions helps them learn “thou shalt not steal.”

Further, children learn respect for human justice when they are taught to honor their parents. My
dad had zero tolerance for lying and administered his disapproval forcefully when he caught me
lying. I didn’t understand that he was teaching me the importance of telling the truth and honesty as
they relate to good character. Right beside his disdain for lying was speaking dishonorably and
disrespectfully to him or mom, especially mom. She was his queen and his prize jewel, and I knew
it. Folks, children ought not to be excused for lying or speaking disrespectfully to their parents. If
children are allowed to do that when they are young, why wouldn’t they dishonor others if it will
achieve their selfish ends? Children must learn early “thou shalt not bear false witness.”

Equally important is the need for children to learn respect for human individuality which will
help them learn “thou shalt not covet.” The idea of coveting is an inordinate desire. Our children
need to learn they can’t have and do not need everything the next fellow has. Children need to
honor their parents’ status: they received an education and worked hard to earn the income they
have. Likewise, children must learn the value of a good education and hard work in order to
achieve in life. Along with respect for human individuality, children need to learn there are
different levels of ability and different levels of status in life. This should help them understand
they do not have to compete with their neighbor or society in general.

Finally, parents make mistakes and at times don’t use the best judgments. Sometimes we even
fail to practice the principles we teach. But, our imperfection does not give children the right to
point a finger and say, “Look you made a mistake; you aren’t perfect. I don’t have to listen to you.”
Respect for parents is not built on their inherent strength, goodness or wisdom but because it is
God’s will. Parents, let’s diligently teach our children to honor their parents so that it may be well
with their soul.

~ Rickie Jenkins, Campbell Road Church of Christ
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THE CHRISTIANS AT EPHESUS

—THEIR CONVERSION—
Eph 1:9-14
INTRODUCTION

A. Many people wonder "What must I do to become aChristian??”

B. “There’s many theories!!” “I’'m Confused!” “Can we really know??”
“Is there any way God tells me?” Can you show me??”

C. Best advice: Go to the Bible! Find out what God says. Read for
yourslf what people did in N.T. If you do - God will be pleased.

D. Lesson: What “Ephesians” were BEFORE conversn. What they did
to to be "sealed w/the Holy Spirit of promise") - Eph.1:13.

L. WHAT THEY WERE "BEFORE" CONVERSION e
A. - Acts 19:1-7 "Disciples of John"  19:11-19 "Exorcists, Magicians"
B. - Eph.2:1-3 "Were dead in...sins" "Walked accordng to course of the wrld"
"Conducted selves in lusts of the flesh" "Fulfilled desires of flesh and mind"
"Were by nature (lit. "customary practice") children of wrath"
- Eph.2:11-12 "Without Christ" “Aliens from commonwealth of Israel”
"Strangers of covenants of promise" "No hope" "Without God in the world"
- Eph.2:13 "You who once were far off" (17)
- Eph.4:14 "Children tossed to & fro..." 17-8ff "Walking...in futility...”
- Eph.5:8  "For you were once darkness"

Il. WHAT EPHESIANS DID TO BECOME CHRISTIANS
A. They - "HEARD" the Word of Truth...the gospel of salvation" Eph 1:13
— Acts 19:5,10 —20:26-27

B. They - "BELIEVED'" the message of God! Eph 1:13
— Acts 20:21 "Faith toward God" — Eph.1:13 "Trusted"
— Eph.2:8  "For by grace you have been saved through faith"

C. They - "REPENTED" Acts 20:21
— Acts 19:18 "Confessed & told their deeds" — vs.20 "Burned books"

D. They - "CONFESSED CHRIST AS LORD" Acts 19:17
— "Name of Jesus magnified"
— AlVEpistle is -"Acclamatn/Confessn” of Christ's Lrdshp - Eph.1:19-23

E. They - "WERE BAPTIZED in the name of Christ" Acts 19:5
— Eph.4:5 "One baptism"
— Eph.5:26 "Sanctify & cleansed with washing of water by the word"

CONCLUSION:
1. The truths & examples of 1*Century are God's instructions for eternity, for us TODAY!!
2. Must do same things Ephesians did, otherwise...will continue to "walk in darknss."
3. God's way is the absolute correct way. Don't listen to anybody who tells you different. 4. Believe
& obey God's way TODAY'! Become a Christian God’s way, by the instructions of His Word.
4. Receive forgiveness of ALL past sin - - Col.2:10. Be ready for heaven. [LE




