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Al ScriPture 's breathed out bg God and Proﬁtable for teachingp

for reprooac, for correction, and for training in righ‘cc—:ousnc—:fssJ that

the man of God may be completeJ equipped for every goocl work.”

2 Timo’thg 3:16-17
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“‘And we have the Prophetic word more tu”y confirmed, to which
you will do well to pay attention as to a lamP shining in a dark
Place, until the clag dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts, knowing this first of all, that no Prophecy of Scril:)ture

comes trom someone’s own interpretation. For no Prophecg wWas

ever Proclucecl bg the will of man, but men spoke from God as theg
were carried along bg the Ho|9 Spirit.”

—2 Peter 1:19-2]




Being Reaclg

*» We, as Christians, should be reacly to defend these claims. This is
exactlg what Peter says in 1 Peter 3:15: “In your hearts honor Christ

the Lord as holg, alwags being Preparecl to make a defense to
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hol:)e that is in Yyou; 9e’t

do it with gentleness and respect.”

« If we cannot do this, we cannot 0?369 this commandment.

o True faith is not blind. We should not check our brains at the door!




Textual Criticism

Literarg Uﬂiqueness of the Bible

/—\rchaeologg and the Bible




! Textual Criticism

M \Work MIEEEYER) o The total number of
HHomer’s lliad L2700+

: e maﬂuscripts from these ancient
Heroditus—Histories 106

. sophol e 597 classical works numbers (at
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: Plato’s Tctralogies 238 Pr€5<‘3nt> 4’3061
~ N Caesar’s Gallic Wars g
LiVH’S Historg O1C Rome ngOU IOO‘( N th@ accoml:)angmg

Tacitus’s Annals hanclout the smallest gal:)
Plin9 the Elder’s Natural

Poetween thc surv:vmg

Thucgdides’s Historg

manuscrip’c and the date of

Demosthenes’s SPeeches

Lt authorshil:) s 200 years.
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Textual Criticism

| anguage

Armenian

Coptic

Gothic

Ethiopian

|_atin

Syriac

Georgjan

Slavic

Total Non-Greek MSS

Greek

Total Greek and Non-Greek MSS
New Testament Greek Manuscripts
New Testament Early Translations
Old Testament Scrolls, Codices
Total Biblical Manuscript Evidences

Number of MSS
2,000+

/2

6

600+

10,000+

200+

89

4 000+
18,130+

25,986+
5,856

18,130

42 300
66,286

o The Bible has more ancient

manuscril:)ts that have
survived than any other

document in antiquity.

o The vast array of texts have
minimal variances. None of

these slight ditferences

impact theologg or doctrine.
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Writer

Justin Martgr

Textual Criticism

Gospels Acts Pauline Epistles General EPistles

Revelation

Irenaeus

Clement (Alex.)

Origen

Tertullian

HiPPolgtus

Fusebius

Grand Totals

268 10 4% 6|3 (266 allusions) 5
1,058 194 499 75 65 1,819 !
Liey 44 Ei 2017 11 2,496 :
) 0 /:/78 599 165 7
I 5E7 2,609 120 2075 7.258
754 42 387 27 188 1,578
3,268 211 1,592 88 27 5,186

19,468

56,589




Textual Criticism

o Thisis imPortant because we can absolutelg relg OnN:
o The autlﬂorship of Scripture
o The date of the Writing

o The content of the text




Textual Criticism

Literarg Uﬂiqueness of the Bible

/—\rchaeologg and the Bible




Literarg Uniqueness of the Bible

e Time span.
+ Personal backgrouncl ot authors.
. Geogral:)hical location.

e Internal consistency ror such a large compilation.
nfernal consistency for such a Jarge compilat




Textual Criticism

Literarg Uﬂiqueness of the Bible

/—\rchaeologg and the Bible
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Hazor, Sgria.

 mat

xcavations uncovered destruction
In l§th century B

Used to throw doubt on ScriPture.

Further excavation revealed earlier
destruction in ]5th century B

Now matches Biblical narrative.
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Arclﬂaeologg and the Bible

o Thisis a bulla. lmPression made after

a seal is Placecl on c:lay.

2 Pre\/iously, some said that the kings
of Judah and Israel were

mgthologjcal folk characters.

o On December 22N, archaeologists

found bulla belonging to “Hezekialﬁ,
son of Ahaz) King of Judah.”

O Eillat Mazar, Photo: Qurnia Tadmor
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Arclﬂaeologg and the Bible

o Shishak/ Shoshenq invades Israel
and Judah in 925 BC Kings
14:25-26).

+ Rehoboam Plunclers the Temple to
pay him off.

+ Shishak/ Shoshenq turns eyes to

other targets (namely Israel in the
north).
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Archaeologg an

- Shoshenq leaves two monuments to
conquest: one N Megiddo (Israel),
and one on the Bubastis Portal of
the Karnak Temple in Thebes (right).

o Shoshenq dies two years after

conquest.

o Osorkon, his son, donates Portions

r—'

of Conquest to .:ggptian temples.
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Arclﬂaeologg and the Bible

o Critics claim that Israelite and
Judahite kings were “Poor” kings of
“cow towns” in Canaan, with little

actual territory.

™ Osorkon’s Aonation 1S the largest

e

recorded in .___ggptian historgj at 383

tons of gold and silver.
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Arclﬂaeologg and the Bible

s

.___ggptian records state that Israel

and Judah may very well have been
smaller than the great emPires of the

Ancient Near East, but theg were
|

excel:)tional.g Wealtlﬁg (exactlg the
way the Bible describes).
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Textual Criticism

Literarg Uﬂiqueness of the Bible

/—\rchaeologg and the Bible
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What Reang Matters
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What Reallg Matters

» All this information is great, and it Provicles some
support for the trustworthiness of the narrative of
the Biblej but there’s something bigger than all of
this.

o The real reason | believe the Bible is because it’s

honest and real about life on this Planet.




What Reallg Matters

o All the other religions of the world Promise that your
life Winjus‘c be great it you do what [insert system

here] requires.

o The honest truth is simple: those Promises arejust a
bunch of nonsense. Anyone with any experience 5t

all in life can tell you that.




What Reany Matters

‘Again | saw that under the sun the race is not to the switt, nor the
battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, Nor riches to the
inte”igent) nor favor to those with ‘mowleclgq but time and chance

happen to them all.”

—Ecclesiastes 9:11




What Reang Matters

“In my vain life 1 have seen e\/erything There is a righteous man who
Perishes in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man who

Prolomgs his lite in his e\/ilcloing.”

—Ecclesiastes dksl

I T B S e T e R R T B et e P - — : p————— > T T e TP



What Reallg Matters

« When confronted with the harsh and cold truths of
realitg, only the Bible) among, religious texts,
grapples with the teml:)tation to nihilism.

o The truth is that moralitg makes no sense without a

theological framework. Neither do human rights.




What Reallg Matters

o The Bible acknowledges that yes, life on this earth
can be miserable and full of sorrow (Ecclesiastes
Rl Ik

o It also says that this lite is not the end. Lite without a
theological framework is absolutely nihilistic
(Ecclesiastes 1:14)




What Reallg Matters

o Life with God though, brings an awareness of

purpose, makes sense of the chaos, and Provides a
|ight in the darkness (Ecclesiastes 12:1-14) .

- Onlg a theological framework gjves purpose to life,
and the Bible is the most trustworthg religious text

N existence.




