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Psalm 86:11

2013 Theme:

“Seek and Save”
“For the Son of |/ M v

Man came to seek |
and save the lost”
—Lk. 19:10

WELCOME to our visitors!
You are our honored guests.
Please let us know how we may

assist you. Our
church family
welcomes
you.

Spiritually Stale

It’s a command that’s demanded of every Christian, but yet so many find it so
hard. Spiritual growth is something that must continue to take place once we’ve been
baptized for the remission of our sins. The Hebrews found it just as difficult as many
Christians do today. The Hebrew writer said, “For though by this time you ought to
be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of
God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food” (Hebrews 5:12). When
spiritual growth should have been taking place, they instead replaced it with
complacency. Unfortunately, many Christians are the same way. When spiritual
growth should be taking place, most people tend to just go through the motions.

It’s interesting to me that most people know they should be growing spiritually,
but yet they aren’t taking the necessary steps to make sure that it’s happening. When
people stop growing spiritually, there is usually a blame game that is played. People
blame the preacher because they aren’t growing spiritually. The sermons aren’t good
enough and they aren’t reaching me like I would like them to. People blame the Bible
curriculum, the elders, the Bible classes, the teachers, the members, the worship
services, and anything else that they can think of. When will people stop finding
excuses and own up to their spiritual staleness?

Instead of trying to find someone or something to blame for being complacent and
stale spiritually, it’s time we own up for our own soul and start finding a way to start
growing. The Hebrew writer goes on to say that “But solid food belongs to those who
are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil” (Hebrews 5:14). What are you doing to exercise your
senses? Are you reading your Bible? Are you studying your Bible class material? Are
you praying on your own? Are you trying everything you can do to reach your
spiritual goals? Are you listening to sermons online?

If you’re not growing spiritually, take a moment to see whose fault it is. I’ll give
you a hint: it’s not the preacher’s fault or the elder’s. It’s not the Bible curriculum the
church is using or the teacher. It’s yours. The things around us like the preacher,
teachers, curriculum, etc. are just aids in our spiritual growth, but essentially it is our
responsibility to make sure our souls have the proper edification needed to obtain our
goal of heaven. When we get to heaven some day, I have a hard time believing that
God will accept the excuse of, “I know I’m not where I should be spiritually, but we
had a pretty lousy preacher.” God sent the greatest preacher this world has ever
known: His own Son. Jesus came to preach and teach the kingdom of heaven. If you
aren’t growing spiritually, turn to the Lord’s words. He holds the words of eternal
life.

Take a moment today to see where you
are spiritually. Not where you want to be?
Then my advice to you would be to stop
blaming everyone else and start taking
action. Start exercising your senses today.
We can’t wait for others to do the work
for us. Don’t let yourself become
spiritually stale. Stay fresh and alert. Stay
active in the faith. Stay focused on your
goal of heaven.

~ Kevin
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L. Enriquez
Dar. Carbin
K. Sicat

Der. Carbin,
Dem. Carbin,
Bry. Canada,
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This Morning’s Sermon:

What’s the Difference?

Kevin Harrington

This Evening’s Sermon:

A Centurion’s Rare Ffaith

Kevin Harrington

For Your Prayers

CONFINED to home, hospital or care facility:
- Anita Kaye Bland, Della Boyce, Verna

Brooks, Donna Summers, Michelle Salas
OTHER NEEDS:

- Eileen and Lenard Boesch need continued
prayers.

K. Harrington
A. Gonzales,
R. Kirchner,
L. Boesch
Owens

P. Cachela,

Hendry

L. Enriquez
J. Camacho
C. Williamson
Der. Carbin

K. Harrington
K. Sicat,
P. Cachela
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Exit Greeters — 9/22
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C. Williamson
Dar. Carbin
Devotional
By. Canada

K. Harrington
L. Enriquez,
R. Kirchner

E. Boesch

A. Owens C. Owens

What's the
Difference?

Scripture Reading: 2 Tim. 3:16-17

% What is the church of Christ?

o FEkklesia —* ”
!« What is a disciple?

o A ora
i of someone
.+ What’s the difference?
! o way verses

way
o Asdisciples of Christ, we have
the

to follow His teachings.
= 2Tim. 3:16-17
o There’s a difference between
and
= 2 Samuel 6
o God must be regarded as

= Lev.10:1-3
“Holiness is a standard by which God has
called you to live. First and foremost, He
wants you to measure everything in your life
by His standards as outlined in the Word”

MY

o Nextexm | [

7 GOD’s
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- Verna Brooks is not doing well. Prayers for a
peaceful last few days are requested.

- The Enriquez’s daughter, Candy, had
successful surgery.

- Ernie Fernandez had surgery Wednesday,
please pray for a quick recovery.

- Diana Garcia is dealing with schizophrenia
symptoms

- Lillian Hall needs continued prayers

- Carol Hogan needs continued prayers.

- Brian Juarez needs continued prayers.

- Deane Kirchner’s parent’s house burned
down. Please see Deane if you can help

- Nellie Pelache needs continued prayers

- Gus and Juanita Rodriquez need continued
prayers

- Judy Williamson continues to deal with
complications from scleroderma

Members in OTHER CONGREGATIONS:

« Martha McCurdy, Dennis Kilgo, Pierre
Creighton.

Please remember to call, visit, send cards,
or help encourage in any way.

News For You

» Kevin is preaching both sermons today.

» Andrew Gaines was baptized late
Wednesday night by Byron Canada.
Rejoice with our new brother in Christ.

» Take a moment to see who is not here and
who may need encouragement.

> Next Evangelism Class: October 8th, 7
PM, “A Centurion’s Rare Faith.” — Luke
7:1-10

» If you would like to host an upcoming
evangelism study, please let Kevin know.

» Please continue to pray for the efforts of
our evangelism.

» If you can help donate to the flower fund,
please see Judy Williamson.

» Ashonte Threadgill is in and out of town for




